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Dear Sir/Madam:

The Ministry of Natural Resources, Ontario Parks is presently engaged in the
management planning process for Petawawa Terrace Provincial Park. As part of this
planning process | am pleased to present the Petawawa Terrace Preliminary Park
Management Plan.

Ontario Parks invites you to participate in the management planning process by
reviewing and commenting on the preliminary park management plan. An Information
Centre to discuss and collect comments regarding the preliminary plan will be held at the
Petawawa Civic Centre, on May 31, 2006 from 3:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. All comments
regarding the preliminary management plan should be submitted by July 14, 2006 to the
attention of:

Lindsay Frith, Assistant Planner OR Hank van Luit, Park Planner

Ontario Parks, Central Zone Ontario Parks, Central Zone

451 Arrowhead Park Road, RR#3 451 Arrowhead Park Road, RR#3
Huntsville, Ontario P1H 2J4 Huntsville, ON P1H 2J4

Tel: (705) 789-7136 Tel: (705) 789-1481

Fax: (705) 789-5948 Fax: (705) 789-5948

Email: lindsay.frith@mnr.gov.on.ca Email: hank.vanluit@mnr.gov.on.ca

The preliminary park management plan contains proposed policies and direction for the
protection, development and management of Petawawa Terrace Provincial Park over
the next 20 years. The plan also provides guidance for the implementation of park
policies and the achievement of park objectives.

The Ministry of Natural Resources is collecting comments and information regarding this
management plan review process under the authority of the Provincial Parks Act to
assist in making decisions and determining further public consultation needs.
Comments and opinions will be kept on file for use during the planning period and may
be included in study documentation, which may be available for public review.

Information is being collected as part of the management planning process for
Petawawa Terrace Provincial Park. All input received will become part of the public
record for this planning process, unless privacy is requested, pursuant to the Freedom of
Information and Protection of Privacy Act.

We encourage you to participate and welcome your comments.

Yours truly,

4 jrt(cnc(-?r«'fﬁ

Adair Ireland-Smith
Managing Director
Ontario Parks
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PREFACE

Consideration of the Ministry of Natural Resources’ Statement of Environmental
Values under the Environmental Bill of Rights

The Ontario Ministry of Natural Resources (MNR) prepared a Statement of Environmental
Values (SEV) in accordance with the provisions of the Environmental Bill of Rights (EBR).
It describes how the purposes of the EBR are to be considered whenever decisions are
made which might significantly affect the environment. This document is available from
the MNR or on the Environmental Registry (www.ene.gov.on.ca/envision/ebr/).

The primary purpose of the EBR is to “protect, conserve and, where reasonable, restore
the integrity of the environment.” From the MNR perspective, that broad statement of
purpose translates into four objectives in its SEV:

e To ensure the long-term health of ecosystems by protecting and conserving our
valuable soils, aquatic resources, forest and wildlife resources, as well as their
biological foundations;

e To ensure the continuing availability of natural resources for the long-term benefit of
the people of Ontario;

e To protect natural heritage and biological features of provincial significance; and
To protect human life, the resource base and physical property from the threats of
forest fires, floods and erosion.

The Ministry’s SEV has been considered throughout the preparation of this preliminary
park management plan. An approved park management plan for Petawawa Terrace
Provincial Park will further the objectives of managing Ontario’s resources on an
ecologically sustainable basis.
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

Petawawa Terrace Provincial Park is 200
hectares in size and is recommended as a
natural environment class park. Natural
environment class parks incorporate
outstanding recreational landscapes with
representative  natural and historical
features, and provide high quality
recreational and educational experiences.

The park is situated approximately 160
kilometres north-west of Ottawa and 450
kilometres north-east of Toronto. It is
within the Town of Petawawa in the
County of Renfrew, encompassing parts of
Lots 12-15, Lake Range C of the town
(Figure 1). It also includes the small Crown
islands east of Lots 13-15 (Figure 2). The
larger islands northeast of the park are
privately owned.

Special features on the property include a
30 m high sand terrace (earth science
feature), natural springs, and several
provincially and regionally significant life
science features. The park also includes a
portion of a locally significant floodplain
encompassing the park from the base of
the terrace to the Ottawa River.

Approximately 160 species of vascular
plants can be found within the park,
including the provincially rare Lake Water-
cress (Amoriacia lacustris), Field Sedge
(Carex conoidea), Tubercled Orchids
(Platanthera flava var. herbiola), and
Prickly Coontail (Ceratophyllum
echinatum). Ecosystem types within
Petawawa Terrace range from pine
dominated uplands to tolerant hardwoods
and lowland hardwood swamps. Due to
the variety of habitat types, many species
of mammals, birds, reptiles, and
amphibians also inhabit Petawawa
Terrace. As well, the area is an important
stop-over for some species of migrating
birds.

Historically, part of Petawawa Terrace
Provincial Park was designated as the
Pembroke Crown Game Preserve in 1928.
It was also the site of a provincial fish

hatchery known as the Petawawa Fish
Culture Station from 1929 to 1994. |In
1983, the entire property was designhated
as an Area of Natural and Scientific
Interest (ANSI) to protect its regionally
significant earth science features.

During almost 70 years of operations, the
Petawawa Fish Culture Station supplied
lake trout and brook trout for stocking
lakes and streams in Algonquin Provincial
Park, and in Bancroft, Carleton Place,
Napanee, Pembroke, and Tweed Ministry
of Natural Resources (MNR) Districts.

The station’s staff was also responsible for
implementing a number of wildlife
management projects. In 1929 almost 600
elk were brought in from Manitoba to be
raised for distribution in Ontario and
Québec. Goose ponds were constructed in
1935. From 1951 to 1965, a goose
sanctuary feeding area was established to
attract migratory geese. From 1978 to
1984 a project to establish a resident flock
of Canada Geese was initiated. Goslings
and eggs were transferred to newly
created “donut” nesting ponds. Although
the nesting ponds are no longer managed,
geese still nest there annually.

During its operation, the hatchery was
open to the public and to school groups. It
housed a small visitor area until the late
1980s. Over 4,000 visitors toured the
facility in 1988. The hatchery also
maintained 10 km of groomed ski trails on
the property.

Although the fish hatchery activities were
phased out and the facilities removed, the
property continues to be used extensively
by local residents of Petawawa and
surrounding area for low impact
recreational uses such as walking, hiking,
and nature observation.

The Petawawa Terrace Provincial Park
Background Information, Issues and Plan
Alternatives document released in 2004,
provided a concise overview of the
features of the park, profiled the uses of
the property, and summarized the issues
to be addressed through the park
management plan (see Section 2.0 for a
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summary of the significant issues). For
each issue, proposed policy or policy
alternatives were identified to ensure the
long term protection, management and
use of the park.

This preliminary park management plan is
the proposed management direction for
Petawawa Terrace Provincial Park. This
plan was developed following the policies
and guidelines in the Ontario Provincial
Parks: Planning and Management Policies
and the Ontario’s Living Legacy Land Use
Strategy.

Petawawa Terrace Provincial Park
overlaps traditional lands of the Algonquin
First Nation. The Algonquin community is
currently involved in land claim
negotiations with Ontario and Canada.
Their land claim area encompasses the
Ontario portion of the Ottawa and Mattawa
River watersheds. The regulation and
management planning of Petawawa
Terrace does not remove the park from
consideration in the possible settlement of
any land claim. The Ministry of Natural
Resources will continue to identify and
document sites of cultural significance in
the park, which will be considered in
management planning.

2.0 SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT
ISSUES
The following issues were most

commented on during the previous stages
of the planning process.

2.1 Classification

The park was recommended as a nature
reserve provincial park in 1999 in the
Ontario’s  Living Legacy Land Use
Strategy. As further information was
gathered about the history and features of
the park during the planning process,
guestions arose whether nature reserve
classification was the most suitable
classification for Petawawa Terrace
Provincial Park.

Petawawa Terrace has undergone a great
degree of human intervention and site
disturbance in the past including logging,
farming, grazing by animals, structural
changes associated with the fish culture
station, and intensive recreational use.

Park values will still be well protected,
assuming a natural environment
classification is assigned; significant
features are protected within several
nature reserve zones (Figure 2). Natural
environment classification also allows
more freedom for future development, if
such development is shown to be practical
through demand and cost/benefit studies.

Response Reclassification to a natural
environment park was presented as an
issue in the Petawawa Terrace
Background Information, Issues and Plan
Alternatives  document. The  public
favourably received this option. Following
an approved amendment to the Crown
Land Use Policy Atlas, the park will be
reclassified as natural environment.

2.2 Recreational Hunting

Petawawa Terrace Provincial Park was
recommended as a nature reserve class
park in the Ontario’s Living Legacy Land
Use Strategy. Recreational hunting is not
a permitted activity in this class of park
and was not considered an issue during
public consultation. During the Land Use
Strategy public consultation process, the
Ontario Federation of Anglers and Hunters
asked for a change in the Strategy’s
proposed park boundary from the original
30 m boundary extending into the Ottawa
River from the waters edge to be reduced
to the waters edge or shoreline of the
Ottawa River.  This would allow for
traditional offshore recreational hunting to
continue. As the discharging of firearms is
not permitted along the entire shoreline
between Pembroke and Petawawa, the
offshore area of Petawawa Terrace is the
only area suitable for hunting.
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Response Petawawa Terrace
Provincial Park is located within an urban
area, is relatively small in size, and is used
extensively and intensively by the public
for activities that are not compatible with
hunting. After thorough consideration of
safety, conservation and other pertinent
issues, recreational hunting will not be a
permitted activity at the park. The park
boundary will end at the water's edge of
the Ottawa River and not extend 30 m into
the water as proposed by the Land Use
Strategy. This will allow traditional
offshore hunting to continue. The small
islands included in the park will also be
excluded from hunting (See Section 6.0).

2.3 Dog walking

Petawawa Terrace is a very popular area
for dog walking and exercising. A number
of respondents however, expressed
concern over the frequent occurrence of
unleashed dogs in the park. Two
respondents suggested that an off lead
dog walking area should be established.

Response  According to park policy,
pets are allowed in provincial parks. Pets
must be on a leash not exceeding two
metres in length. Policy provides for the
park superintendent to designate “pet
exercise areas”, however, there are no
suitably isolated areas in the park.

2.4 Bicycling

Petawawa Terrace, especially the upper

trails, is being increasingly used for
bicycling.
Response Bicycling on designated

trails is a permitted activity in natural
environment, development and access
zones within natural environment parks.
With the exception of the trails along the
upper terrace (area immediately adjacent
to Laurentian Drive) all trails intersect. The
trails on the upper terrace are the most
heavily used by pedestrian park users,

and are not wide enough in some areas to
safely accommodate both uses. In order
to circumvent any potential conflicts or
accidents between cyclists and
pedestrians, bicycling will not be allowed
in any areas of Petawawa Terrace.

The possibility of creating bicycle only
trails was examined, however due to
spatial constraints on the terrace this
option will not be possible. Cyclists can
utilize the Town of Petawawa’s extensive
network of trails, on which bikes are
permitted.

Petawawa Terrace Preliminary Park Management Plan



FIGURE 1 REGIONAL SETTING

ONTARIO

Petawawa Terrace
Provincial Park

New York State

Mgl Petawawa
B

Terrace

PARKS

500

1,000  km

Legend

Residential Area

— Major Roads

—— Secondary Roads

- Provincial Park

County
Lake

20 40 km
| J

N

A

Ontario

Published February 2006
©20086, Queen's Printer for Ontario

This map is illustrative only.
Do not rely on it as being a precise indictor of routes,
locations of features, nor as a guide to navigation.

Projection: UTM Grid Zone 18

Datum: North American Datum 1983
Base Derived From: NRVIS

Produced By: Ontario Parks Central Zone




3.0 CLASSIFICATION

Through park classification, Ontario’s
provincial parks are organized into
different classes of parks, each of which
has particular purposes and
characteristics. There are six classes of
provincial parks: wilderness, nature
reserve, historical, natural environment,
waterway and recreation.

As described in the Ontario Provincial
Parks: Planning and Management
Policies, Petawawa Terrace Provincial
Park will be classed as natural
environment. This class incorporates
outstanding landscapes with
representative natural features and
historical resources to provide high
quality recreational and educational
experiences. The natural environment
status will reflect the park's provincially
and regionally significant  natural
features, as well as its regional historical
legacy and recreational values.

40 GOAL

The goal of Petawawa Terrace Provincial
Park is

to protect natural features represented
by the park, while continuing to provide
recreational, interpretive and educational
opportunities.

5.0 OBJECTIVES

The Ontario Provincial Parks System has
four objectives: protection, heritage
appreciation, recreation, and tourism. As
a natural environment park, Petawawa
Terrace contributes to all four objectives.

The park objectives provide specific
direction for park management and are
described as follows:

5.1 Protection

To protect significant elements of the
park’s natural and cultural heritage.

This is the primary objective of the park.
Protection will not be Ilimited to
provincially significant features. The
protection objective will be accomplished
through appropriate park zoning, land

use practices and an ecosystem
approach to park planning and
management.

For ecosystem management purposes,
Ontario is divided into 71 ecodistricts
based on landform, physiography and
climate. Petawawa Terrace lies at the
extreme north-east  boundary  of
Ecodistrict 5E-10 of the Georgian Bay
Ecoregion, protecting natural
environments representative of this
ecodistrict. The specific significant
natural and cultural features protected in
the park’'s nature reserve, historical and
natural environment zones are listed in
Section 7.0. These features include
provincially significant earth and life
science features, and cultural heritage
features.

5.2 Heritage Appreciation

To provide unstructured opportunities for
exploration and appreciation of the park’s
natural and cultural heritage.

Individual and group exploration and
appreciation will continue to be
encouraged at the park to be
compatible with, and complementary
to, the protection of the park’s natural
and cultural heritage values, and
recreation and tourism objectives.

Self use facilities such as the existing
trail system and interpretive panels
will continue to provide opportunities
to interpret natural and cultural
features.

5.3 Recreation
To provide day use and related outdoor

recreation opportunities appropriate to
the park.
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The park will emphasize non-
mechanized experiences compatible with
and complementary to the protection of
the park’s natural and cultural heritage
values and its tourism objective. The
park  will continue to  provide
opportunities for low-intensity activities
such as walking, hiking, snowshoeing,
cross-country skiing, nature appreciation,
photography, and wildlife viewing. The
terrace  provides  opportunities to
experience scenic vistas of the Ottawa
River. The diversity of habitats,
especially on the lower terrace, makes
the park a prime bird watching
destination in all seasons.

Petawawa Terrace is connected to the
extensive recreational trail network
maintained by the Town of Petawawa
making the park a popular spot for
walking and hiking. Adjacent to the park,
next to the main access point along
Laurentian Avenue, is a newly
constructed playground owned and
maintained by the Town of Petawawa.
This playground also attracts additional
family visitation to the provincial park.

5.4 Tourism

To provide Ontario residents and out-of-
province visitors with opportunities to
discover and experience the park
environment.

Tourism opportunities will be enhanced
by achieving the park’s other objectives,
and by working with area municipalities
and community groups to enhance the
tourism and recreation values of the
park. The park will be promoted on the
basis of its natural and cultural heritage
values, and the enjoyment and
appreciation these values offer. The park
will be publicized in literature produced
by Ontario Parks. In addition, the Town
of Petawawa, an active stewardship
partner, promotes the park on its website
as well as other notices released to the
public.

The park presents a variety of viewing
opportunities and nature interpretation
opportunities uniqgue to the area.
Petawawa Terrace currently offers a self-
guided interpretive trail. The trail
highlights various types of rare species.
In the future, viewing platforms will be
constructed overlooking the Ottawa
River. Current interpretive panels and
additional panels will promote the park’s
natural and cultural heritage values.

6.0 BOUNDARY

TENURE

AND LAND

The park is located within the Town of
Petawawa. It includes all of lots 12, 13
and 14 in the lake Range C, and part of
lot 15 lake Range C. It also includes the
small Crown islands east of Lots 13-15
(Figure 2).

The park is entirely surrounded by
private land; subdivisions to the
immediate west and south, and larger
private holdings to the north. The larger
islands, situated near the north eastern
edge of the park, are privately owned.

A municipally owned gated parkette and
privately owned right-of-way are located
off Sunset Crescent adjacent to the park
boundary. They provide public access to
the park from the south-west (A2 in
Figure 2). A hydro transmission right-of-
way, operated by Hydro One under an
annual Land Use Permit (LUP), is
located in the northern section of the
park (Figure 2).

An annual LUP has been issued to the
Petawawa Ski Club Inc. since 1994 to
allow grooming of the cross country ski
trails each winter (between December 1
and March 31).

7.0 ZONING
The areas within the park are zoned on
the basis of their significance for

protection and potential for development
and recreation. As outlined in the Ontario
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Provincial Parks: Planning and
Management Policies, natural
environment class parks may include any
of six types of zones: access,
development, natural environment,
historical, nature reserve and wilderness.
Petawawa Terrace contains the first five
of the six types. Each zone permits
specific land uses and is managed
according to specific strategies. The
zone boundaries are shown in more
detail on Figure 2.

The following sections briefly describe
each zone. All resource and recreational
uses and facility development will be
subject to Ontario Park policies.

7.1 Nature Reserve Zones

Nature reserve zones protect the
inherent values of provincially significant
natural features, their contributions to the
biological diversity of the park and the
park system, and their potential for
scientific research and natural heritage
appreciation. These zones include
significant earth and life science features
requiring management distinct from that
in adjacent zones. Limited low-impact
activities (e.g. walking, hiking, nature
appreciation) and non-destructive
scientific research may be permitted.
New development will be minimal, and
may include signs and trails. Minor trail
additions and relocations may occur to
protect sensitive features or for health
and safety reasons.

Zone NR1 (22.0 ha)
The terrace and springs

The terrace and springs NR1 zone
includes the face of the terrace, the
terrace springs and a water collection
system (see Section 8.1.1) running
parallel to the base of the terrace, as well
as plant communities associated with the
springs. The southern most portion of
NR1 contains areas where sections of
the water collection system have been
removed. This area has been allowed to

naturalize. Trails run along this disturbed
area taking advantage of the fill
deposited during the removal of the steel
pilings. Pedestrians access these trails
via the Laurentian Drive (A1) and Hydro
right-of-way (A3) access zones, and
through a municipally owned gated
parkette near a privately owned right-of-
way off Sunset Crescent (A2). All trails
located in this zone have been limited to
previously disturbed areas.

Two trails traverse the slope and provide
access to the lower terrace — one from
the Sunset Crescent subdivision and one
from the upper terrace trails. Both trails
are located on the beds of original
homestead access lanes (see Section
7.3). Trails will be monitored closely for
signs of site degradation. Stairs or other
remedial measures may be used to
assist with erosion control.

Zone NR2 (48.1 ha)
Ottawa River shoreline and islands

This zone provides protection for the
shoreline of the Ottawa River. This zone
also includes the five small islands
beyond the shoreline. The boundary to
the waters edge will provide maximum
protection for the sensitive vegetation
communities along the shoreline of the
mainland and islands (i.e. open Wool-
grass and Rattlesnake Grass wetlands,
Shining Willow thickets, and Silver Maple
swamps). To minimize disturbance and
damage to the sensitive shoreline
vegetation there will be no trails
established parallel to the shoreline. A
single trail situated on a historical
roadbed will provide the only access to
the shoreline.

The control of beaver activity (i.e. dams)
may be necessary to protect the trail
from flooding and to address other safety
issues.

7.2 Natural Environment Zones

include
aesthetic

environment
cultural

Natural
natural,

zones
and
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landscapes in which minimum
development is required to support low-
intensity recreational activities.

Development in the park’s two natural
environment zones will be limited to
trails, interpretive panels, and signs
necessary for route identification,
boardwalk or walking bridges, and
viewing platforms to support low-intensity
recreational uses.

Vegetation management as described in
Section 8.1.2 will be ongoing in the
natural environment zones. Existing uses
such as walking, hiking, cross-country
skiing and snowshoeing will continue.
Bicycle riding will not be permitted. Minor
trail additions or relocations may occur to
protect sensitive features or for health
and safety reasons.

Zone NE1 (23.5 ha)
The upper terrace

The upper terrace NE1 consists of the
entire upper terrace including a red pine
plantation (approximately 6 ha) and the
surrounding mixed coniferous forest.
Vegetation management will be ongoing
in this zone as described in Section
8.1.2.1. Two permanent sample plots,
part of the MNR growth and yield
program, are also located within this
zone. Specific policy for these two areas
is also outlined in Section 8.1.2.4.

This zone is the most intensively used
area of the park due to its accessibility
and number of trails. There is a total of
3.6 km of trails, providing loops of a
variety of lengths. The Petawawa Ski
Club track sets the outside loop of the
terrace.

A trailnead kiosk (near Al on Figure 2)
provides a map of the park. Benches and
interpretive panels are located along the
trails. A viewing platform will be
developed to provide opportunities for
park visitors to enjoy the scenic view of
the lower terrace and Ottawa River.

Zone NE2 (102.0 ha)
The lower terrace

This zone includes the grounds of the
former fish hatchery, the water diversion
system leading from the terrace springs,
as well as the surrounding former
agricultural fields and current beaver
ponds. A trail loops around the former
fish hatchery ponds overlooking the
historical goose ponds, beaver ponds,
and a variety of vegetation communities.
It provides excellent opportunities for
wildlife and bird viewing as well as
photography throughout the year. Two
viewing platforms will be developed
along the traill to enhance these
activities.

Vegetation stewardship will be ongoing
in this zone as described in Section
8.1.2. The vegetation will be managed
when and where necessary to increase
the diversity of plant communities and
habitats. Also, the control of beaver
activity may be necessary to protect the
trails from flooding.

7.3 Historical Zones

Historical zones encompass the cultural
resources of a park. They include any
significant historical resources requiring
management distinct from that in
adjacent zones. Historical zones will
support minimum development required
for visitor exploration and appreciation
and scientific research. Development
will be limited to trails, signs, brochures,
and interpretive panels. Minor trail
relocations may occur if necessary to
protect the sites.

Zone HI1 (1.5 ha)
The Patswald homestead

This zone contains the ruins of the
Patswald homestead built in the late
1800s and was occupied as part of a
farm until the owners granted title to the
province in 1931.
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Zone HI2 (0.7 ha)
The Gutzman homestead

This zone contains the farm most
recently occupied by the Gutzman family.
Because of safety concerns the buildings
were demolished in the late 1980's. The
boundary of the zone includes the extent
of the occupation including the location
of the building foundations.

7.4 Development Zones

Development zones usually provide the
main access to the park and contain
facilities and services for a wide range of
day-use activities.

D1 (0.4 ha)
The development zone is located at the

base of the terrace in the former location
of the hatchery manager’s residence.

With the exception of parking for
approximately 12 vehicles, no other
development exists in the zone. The

development zone will allow for the
possible future development of buildings
to help create quality interpretive or
outdoor education opportunities at the
park. Future development may include a
bus turnaround, picnic shelter and/or
washroom facilities. All are subject to
Class Environmental Assessment for
Provincial Parks and Conservation
Reserves (Class EA) requirements and
other approvals.

7.5 Access Zones

Three traditional access points to the
park have been zoned as access.

Al (<1 ha)
Laurentian Drive

This is the main access point to the park.
It includes the entrance to the park from
Laurentian Drive, a parking lot, as well as
the existing gated road to the base of the

Terrace and Zone D1. The parking lot
provides parking for approximately 20
vehicles. It is used by park visitors as
well as by local residents using an
adjacent municipal park.

The road to the lower terrace will remain
gated except by pre-arrangement with
the superintendent.

A2 (<1 ha)
Sunset subdivision

This access zone is a pedestrian
entrance to the park through a
municipally owned gated parkette and a
privately owned right-of-way located off
Sunset Crescent (figure 2). This access
point provides access to the park’s south
west corner. There is no parking
available at this entrance.

A3 (<1 ha)
Hydro right-of-way

This zone includes the entire northwest
corner of the park within the hydro right-
of-way. A gated entrance at this location
provides vehicular access for emergency
fire control, Hydro, and Ontario Parks
only. There is currently no parking at this
entrance and the turnaround area will not
be developed as a parking area. Only
pedestrian traffic will be permitted
through this entrance to the park. This
access point provides an alternative
entrance to the trails on the upper
terrace.
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8.0 RESOURCE STEWARDSHIP

POLICIES

Petawawa Terrace Provincial Park will
be managed in accordance with the
policies for natural environment parks as
set out in Ontario Provincial Parks:
Planning and Management Polices,
Ontario’s Living Legacy Land Use
Strategy, and the specific policies of this
plan.

Resource management initiatives
supporting resource policies may be
accomplished through partnerships and
sponsorships.

In addition to the policies established in
the remainder of Section 8, the following
activities will be prohibited in the park:

- mineral exploration and mining

- aggregate extraction

- commercial forest operations

- commercial bait fishing

- commercial fur harvesting

8.1 Natural Resources

The diversity of plant and animal life, the
variety of habitats and the park's
attractive vistas all contribute to the
park’s significance as a protected area.

8.1.1 Land and Water Management

The management of the park’s land base
will be directed towards maintaining the
natural landscape. Aggregate for park
development and operations will be
provided by commercial sources outside
the park.

Numerous springs originate at the base
of the terrace, resulting from percolating
groundwater travelling through the
terrace and surfacing where underlying
sand meets the impermeable marine
clays at the terrace’s base. The springs
create several significant creeks flowing
perpendicular to the terrace, eventually
reaching the Ottawa River. A water
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collection system made of steel and
wood pilings was established in the early
1930’s to divert this water for use in the
fish culture facilities. Some of the steel
have since been removed. The
remaining wood pilings are deteriorating.

To avoid further site disturbance, the
remaining 400 m of steel pilings will be
left and allowed to fill with silt and
deteriorate. The area will naturalize
slowly over time. This policy will be
reconsidered if future study determines
the steel pilings are causing negative
impact to the environment.

Water levels on the Ottawa River may be
variable.  Ontario Power Generation
holds a water power lease on the Ottawa
River and, to some degree, controls
flooding. Fluctuating water levels may
cause parts of the shoreline to look very
different throughout the year.

8.1.2 Vegetation

Management will be directed toward
increasing plant and habitat diversity.
Where necessary, management will
focus on the rehabilitation and
restoration of disturbed sites.

The 6-hectare red pine plantation in NE1
will undergo active vegetation
stewardship as described in Section
8.1.2.1. Forest management in the
remainder of the park will be limited to
selective cutting of hazard trees located
within one tree length of trails, or in any
other areas where they pose a safety
risk. Standing dead trees will be removed
if considered a safety risk, but otherwise
will be left in place as wildlife habitat.
Windthrown trees will not be removed
unless considered a threat to health or
safety, or interfere with regular park
operations. Any useable products from
trees cut for management purposes will
be retained for uses within the provincial
park system. Other trees and brush cut
will be left to deteriorate naturally or may
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be chipped for use on trails within the

park.

Vegetation may be pruned only:

- to enable resource or recreation
management (e.g. trail maintenance)
authorized by this plan;

- to enable facility development
specifically authorized by this plan; or

- to ensure public safety.

The MNR Growth and Yield program
established two permanent sample plots
in NE1 to monitor the growth rates of
trees. Both are part of the long term
monitoring program of forests in Ontario.
They will be managed as described in
Section 8.1.2.4.

Non-native plant species will not be
intentionally introduced into the park. The
control or eradication of non-native
species and noxious weeds (e.g. poison
ivy) may occur. Where control is
undertaken, it will be directed as closely
as possible to the specific plant species,
so as to have minimal effects on the
balance of the park.

Native species may be planted for the
purposes of trail rehabilitation.

The non-forested vegetation
communities of NE2 will undergo active
vegetation stewardship as described in
Section 8.1.2.2.

Aquatic vegetation along the shore of the
Ottawa River (NR2) will be left in its
natural state except for a small area at
the end of the existing trail/road bed that
maybe used as a rest/stop area.

Native insects and diseases affecting
vegetation will be allowed to progress
naturally except where significant park
values are threatened. The control of
non-native insect and disease species
may occur where there is a threat to park
values or to protect adjoining private
lands. Where control is undertaken, it
will be directed as narrowly as possible
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to the specific insect or disease so as to
have minimal effects on the rest of the
park’'s environment. Biological and
species specific controls will be used
whenever possible.

8.1.2.1 Red Pine Plantation

The red pine plantation (6 ha approx.)
located within NE1 will undergo active
vegetation stewardship. The objective of
stewardship activities will be to remove
some of the red pine plantation and
restore a natural diverse mixed,
hardwood forest. By increasing the
diversity of the tree and shrub species,
the habitat for wildlife will be improved.

The following vegetation management
prescription will be implemented by or
under the direct supervision of the park
superintendent:

- A 55 m no cut buffer boundary
around the permanent sample plot
adjacent to the plantation (Section
8.1.2.4) will be established prior to
any operations; the buffer boundary
identification line will be temporary;
there will be no trees marked for
removal within this area

- trees to be removed will be marked
by MNR certified tree markers;

- the plantation will be marked for a
selective thinning with the aim of
reducing the basal area by
approximately one third

- trees will be selected for removal on
the basis of species and individual
tree health and overall condition

- in an effort to maximize species
diversity, trees of incidental species
(i.e. other than red pine or jack pine)

will  not be removed unless
considered a safety risk
- in an effort to imitate natural

disturbances such as wind storms
and to encourage regeneration of
tolerant and mid tolerant species, as
many as four groupings of as many
as eight trees may be removed
where feasible
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- harvested trees will be left to decay
unless considered a threat to health
or safety, or interfere with regular
park operations

- wherever possible, existing natural
regeneration will be protected during
thinning operations

- regeneration will be assessed
annually following the thinning
operation

- if, after five years, regeneration
assessments show areas with
insufficient  natural regeneration,

planting or seeding of native species
may be considered to accelerate
natural processes

- the plantation will be assessed by
qualified forestry personnel 10 years
after the thinning to determine the
timing for subsequent thinning. A new
vegetation stewardship prescription
may be written at that time to reflect
the present forest conditions.

8.1.2.2 Non-forested
Communities (NE2)

Vegetation

The non forested vegetation may be
actively managed when and where
necessary to maintain diverse plant
communities and habitats. Traditional
field or meadow areas will be maintained
to provide continued good bird habitat
and viewing opportunities. This could
involve periodic mowing and other
activities. Also, to prevent flooding of
further areas, and to maintain access to
the zone, the control of beaver activity
may be considered.

8.1.2.3 Hydro Right-of-way

Vegetation in the right-of-way will be
controlled through mechanical means
(‘brushcutting’ where possible, manually
with ‘brushsaws’ where inaccessible).
The use of herbicides will not be
permitted for vegetation control within the
right-of-way, except for the application of
Garlon 4 (or a similar herbicide) to tree
stumps to prevent sprouting. The park
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superintendent must be contacted and
give approval before any projects are
undertaken within the park boundaries.

8.1.2.4 Growth and Yield Permanent
Sample Plots

There are two growth and yield plots
located in NE1. The plot located in the
centre of the natural jack pine stand
(CE7016) sustained considerable
damage during a wind storm in 1998. A
majority of the trees were removed for
safety reasons. The remaining trees in
this plot are not being monitored at this
time. The other plot (CE7029) is still
being monitored as an unmanaged
stand. As directed in permanent sample
plot guidelines, this plot will be protected
from possible impacts from managing
adjacent stands by establishing a 55 m
area of concern around the perimeter of
the plot. No trees, with the exception of
those posing a safety concern adjacent
to trails, will be cut in this area.

8.1.3 Wildlife

The management of wildlife will be
directed toward promoting healthy and
diverse populations.

Recreational hunting will not be
permitted in any area of the park.
Traditional offshore hunting (i.e. beyond
the water's edge park boundary) may
continue. Commercial fur harvesting is
not permitted.

Wildlife management may be carried out
occasionally in order to protect the health
and safety of park visitors, or to protect
park facilities. The removal of nuisance
animals will be undertaken under the
supervision of the park superintendent.
This process is exempt under the Class
Environment Assessment. If the removal
of an animal is required, the trapper who
last held the trapping licence for the area
will be contacted.
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8.1.4 Forest Fire Management

Because of the park’s location within an
urban area, all fires will be controlled.
“Light on the Land” suppression
techniques which have the least residual
impact on the park’s natural environment
will be utilized whenever possible.

Under a written agreement with the
Ministry of Natural Resources, the Town
of Petawawa Fire Department provides
first response forest fire protection for the
park. If required, the Ontario Ministry of
Natural Resources will assist in any fire
suppression tactics.

The fire department accesses the north
western corner of the park along
Laurentian Drive via a gated road. With
the exception of emergency vehicle
access, Ontario Parks access, and
Hydro One for right-of-way maintenance,
this access will remain locked at all
times. The access road leading to the
lower part of the park will be kept free
and clear of debris for fire suppression
purposes.

8.2 Cultural Resources

Cultural resources will be managed to
ensure their protection, and to provide
opportunities for heritage appreciation
and research where these activities do

not impair the resource. This will be
achieved through zoning and by
controlling recreational activities and

research that may occur in these areas.
Archaeological and historical artefacts
may only be removed and heritage
landscapes altered as part of an
approved cultural heritage research or
management project.

Two  historical zones, both old
homesteads, have been identified in the
park. A stage 1 & 2 archaeological
assessment has been conducted at the
site of the Patswald homestead in HI1.
(Swayze, 2004). Further archaeological
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assessment of areas in the park,
particularly the Gutzman farm and the
shoreline areas, will be completed as
resources permit.

8.3 Recreational Resources

Walking, hiking, cross-country
skiing/snowshoeing will be confined to
designated trails shown in Figure 2. The
trails on the upper terrace are wheelchair
accessible. Trails will be clearly marked
to reduce deviation from the main route.
Approximately 2.4 km of trails have been
eliminated for user safety, maintenance
and/or resource protection reasons.
Access to these trails and cut-offs (not
indicated in Figure 2) will be blocked,
and the trails will be allowed to
naturalize. Ontario parks will post trail
directional and safety signs as required.
Bicycles or motorized vehicles (including
but not limited to snowmobiles, ATVS,
and motorbikes) are not permitted on the
trails or within the park.

Where deemed necessary, surfaces
such as crushed rock screenings or
wood chips may be added to park trails
to reduce compaction of soil, damage to
exposed roots, and to lessen the
possibility of user injury. If necessary,
stairs will be constructed to assist with
erosion control along the trails traversing
the terrace. Boardwalks and bridges may
be constructed along trails on the lower
terrace to assist with erosion control and
to allow passage through wet areas with
the least disturbance to the site. Viewing
platforms at key locations along the trails
at the edge of the terrace (NE1) and
within NE2 will be erected. Trails are
discussed further in Section 9.0.

9.0 OPERATIONS POLICIES
Operational policies deal with topics such
as natural heritage education, recreation
management, and the provision of
recreation services, business planning
and research.
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Petawawa Terrace Provincial Park is a
non-operating park. Ontario Parks may
consider partnership and or sponsorship
arrangements to allow some level of
operation in the park.

A park operating plan will be prepared
within five years. This operating plan will
provide park staff and potential partners
with the necessary information required
to operate the park on a day-to-day
basis. In addition to addressing
operational policies, the operating plan
will address areas such as budget,
staffing, maintenance, enforcement and
emergency services. The provisions of
the operating plan will be consistent with
the Ontario Provincial Parks Minimum
Operating  Standards (1992). The
operating plan may be reviewed annually
and revised as required.

9.1 Natural Heritage Education

Natural heritage education in provincial
parks is intended to develop visitor
awareness and appreciation of Ontario's
natural and cultural heritage, and fosters
a commitment to protecting that heritage
for all generations. Natural heritage
education opportunities are meant to be
educational and recreational, formal and
informal, and accessible to all.

The level of service that each park
provides depends on its significance and
visitation.  Services for visitors to
Petawawa Terrace will be oriented
toward self-guided use.

9.1.1 Park Information

A trailhead, or information kiosk, located
at Al (see Figure 2) will provide visitors
with information regarding the park, its
resources, operating times, prohibited
activities, the environment and facilities.
The trailhead will include a park map,
enabling visitors to familiarize and
explore the park. A “respect the
environment” ethic will be promoted in
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order to minimize human impact on the
park environment. The importance of
respecting other users will also be
emphasized.

9.1.2 Interpretation

Interpretive facilities will provide park
visitors with a greater appreciation for
and an understanding of the natural and
cultural features of Petawawa Terrace
Provincial Park and Ontario. Natural
heritage education facilities and services
will focus on self guided interpretive trails
and viewing platforms in conjunction with
interpretive panels and possibly leaflets.
Currently, there are only self-guided trails
in place at the park. Future development
will include the viewing platforms, more

interpretive  panels and  possibly
educational brochures.

9.2 Research

Research by qualified individuals

contributing to the knowledge of natural
and cultural history, and to environmental
and recreational management objectives
of the park, will be encouraged.

All research projects will require the
approval of Ontario Parks, and must be
consistent with provincial parks research
policies and all applicable legislation.
Research activities will also conform to
the Research and Information Strategy
Ontario Parks, Central Zone 2004-2009
(2004), as it relates to current science,
research, and information needs. Sites
altered by research activities will be
rehabilitated as closely as possible to
their previous conditions.

9.3 Partnerships

Ontario Parks will work closely with the
Town of Petawawa as a stewardship
partner. Other formal partnership
agreements may be established between
Ontario Parks and other organizations
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from outside the parks’ system. Partners
may represent the local community, and
local and provincial interests. Partners
will work with Ontario Parks to implement
the approved park management plan
according to provincial park policies and
regulations (Section 11).

9.4 Recreation Management

Trails in the park will be for non-
mechanized use (e.g. walking, hiking,
cross-country skiing, and snowshoeing).
Recreational activities will be confined to
designated trails (figure 2).

The Petawawa Ski Club holds an annual
LUP permitting grooming of the cross-
country trails each winter between
December 1 and March 31. This LUP will
be reviewed on an annual basis. Other
partnerships for trail maintenance may
be explored.

The following recreational activities will

not be permitted in the park:

- bicycling

- overnight camping

- open fires

- horseback riding

- recreational hunting

- physical geo-caching and adventure
racing type activities.

According to park policy, domestic
animals are permitted in the park but
must be leashed and under control at all
times. The leash must be no longer than
two metres in length. Owners are also
required to “stoop and scoop” after their
pets and dispose the “scoop” in a
manner and in a location that will not
cause a health hazard or public
inconvenience.

10.0 DEVELOPMENT POLICIES

Development policies identify priorities
for new development as well as
redevelopment of existing facilities.
Development is implemented through
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business and work program planning,
based on priorities, and subject to the
availability of funds.

10.1 Trails

Park trails are for pedestrian use only.
New trail segments and associated
viewing structures will be built on the
upper terrace and to standards
appropriate to their trail type. Trails will
be properly marked with directional and
safety signage as required. The trailhead
will display a map of the trail system
highlighting the current location of the
user. Minimum impact ethics for park
users as well as park regulations may be
prominently displayed. Trails that are
deemed unsuitable for pedestrians will

be closed. Existing trails will be
maintained.

10.2 Interpretive Facilities

Interpretive facilities will be modest,

consisting of interpretive panels at the
trailhead and at key locations along the
trails. To provide opportunities to view
scenic vistas, a viewing platform will be
developed in NE1 at the edge of the
terrace, overlooking the lower terrace,
the Ottawa River and the Gatineau Hills.

To facilitate wildlife viewing, up to two
additional viewing platforms will be
constructed along the trails in NE2
overlooking field and wetland habitats.

The following may be developed in the
future to enhance the provision of quality
interpretive and/or outdoor opportunities:
- bus turnaround

- washroom facilities

- picnic shelter.

In all future development, Ontario Parks
will not allow unnecessary undirected
light  pollution. This  commitment
recognizes the natural values provided
by a pristine night sky.
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10.3 Park Maintenance and Operation
Facilities

The development of park operations and
maintenance facilities will not occur in
the park.

11.0 PLAN IMPLEMENTATION

Managing the park will be subject to the
Ontario Parks’ Class EA requirements in
accordance with the Environmental
Assessment Act.

Implementation priorities
Priority will be given to completing the
following initiatives. Except as required
under the Class EA, no further public
consultation will be required for these
developments to proceed.

Implementation priorities include:

- development of a park operating
plan;

- vegetation management in red pine
plantation (Section 8.1.2.1);

- completion of archaeological site
assessment of park;

- statement of fire intent;

- vegetation management in non-
forested areas of NE2;

- continued expansion and
enhancement of the self-guided

interpretive trails including installing
new interpretive panels;

- development of viewing platforms in
NE1 and NE2;

- installation of boundary barriers at
parking area in D1;

- development of washroom facilities
and picnic shelter if visitation
warrants; and

- self-serve fee station.

Implementation or site plans will precede
major  development  or resource
stewardship initiatives, and will include
an  appropriate  level of  public
consultation.
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11.1 Partnerships

In the implementation of the approved
park plan, Ontario Parks will work closely
with the Town of Petawawa as a
stewardship partner. Ontario parks will
also explore opportunities for
partnerships involving volunteers, school
boards, a “Friends of the Terrace”
organization, Canadian Forces Base
Petawawa, non-government
organizations  and  others. Such
partnerships will be essential to the
achievement of the park's protection,
heritage appreciation, recreation and
tourism objectives.

Future partnership areas that Ontario

Parks may explore include:

- fostering sponsorships of interpretive
displays and facilities, educational
programs, and special events;

- increasing community involvement in
natural heritage education;

- increasing involvement in natural
heritage inventory, research and
stewardship.

12.0 PLAN REVIEW
AMENDMENT

AND

The Petawawa Terrace Provincial Park
Management Plan will be assessed
every ten years to determine if a review
is necessary. If deemed necessary, a
review will be carried out; otherwise the
plan will be left as is.

The plan may be amended if required at
any time during its 20 year term.
Management plan amendments involve
proposed changes to the plan's
management or development polices,
consistent with the classification, zoning,
goal and objectives. Amendments can
either be major or minor and may be
processed to correct or update existing,
or include new information.
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13.0 PUBLIC CONSULTATION

Public involvement in the development of
the management plan for Petawawa
Terrace began with a public Information
session held at the Petawawa Civic
Centre in June 2002. This meeting
introduced the public to the planning
process. The Managing Director of
Ontario Parks approved the Terms of
Reference for this planning project in
August 2002. A notice was placed on the
Environmental Bill of Rights
Environmental Registry announcing a
45-day opportunity for public inspection
of the Terms of Reference. An invitation
to participate in the process was mailed
to approximately 350 individuals and
organizations that had either expressed
interest in being on the mailing list or
were believed to have an interest. In
addition, the invitation was sent to the
Ontario Parks mandatory mailing list,

including local First Nations. An
advertisement was also placed in local
newspapers. Another Information

session was held in October 2002 to
discuss the Terms of Reference and the

remaining planning process. Four
comments were received from the public,
primarily  supporting the  planning

process. See Appendix 1 for a summary
of the comments received from the
public.

The Petawawa Terrace Background
Information, Issues and Plan Alternatives
document was released in June 2004.
Approximately 350 copies of the
document and an accompanying
guestionnaire were distributed in June
and July 2004 by mail to mandatory
contacts, local First Nations, those that
responded to the invitation to participate,
and to the local media. The notice was
updated on the Environmental Registry
announcing the 45-day review period.
The comment period ended August 12,
2004. A summary of public responses
can be found in Appendix 1.
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Ontario Parks is committed to continuing
consultation with government agencies,
other ministries, First Nations, interest
groups and the public throughout this
management planning process. The
methods of consultation to be utilized
during release of the preliminary park
management plan are as follows:

Mailing Lists

- Mandatory Mailing List — as per
Provincial Park Policy

- Local First Nations

- Individuals/groups/agencies that
responded to the Invitation to
Participate

- Adjacent landowners

- New individuals/groups who request
to be added to the mailing list at any
stage of the planning process.

Newspaper Advertisements

Newspaper advertisements or notices
will be placed in the following
newspapers:

- The Pembroke Observer

- Petawawa Post

Posted Notices

Notices of open houses or meetings will
be posted in various public locations in
Petawawa, as well as at the park.

Environmental Bill of Rights

The notice will be updated on this
website advertising of the opportunities
for the public to comment.

Ontario Government

During public consultation, all Petawawa
Terrace  Provincial Park planning
documents will be available at
Bonnechere Provincial Park, the MNR
Pembroke District Office, and the Ontario
Parks Central Zone office in Huntsville.
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15.0 APPENDICES

15.1 Appendix 1. Background Information, Issues and Plan Alternatives: Highlights
of Public Response

Section 13.0 of the preliminary park management plan outlines the public involvement in
the management planning process for Petawawa Terrace Provincial Park. This appendix
provides highlights of public response to the background information, issues and plan
alternatives document released in June, 2004.

Respondents

Ontario Parks received a total of 41 responses to the background information, issues and
plan alternatives document, representing about 16 percent of the documents distributed.
All but one of the responses were from individuals. Most of the responses were in the
form of a completed questionnaire, but some were by letter.

Responses

The responses are summarized below, as well as frequent comments (received from two
or more respondents). Comments received from two or more respondents on proposed
policy and other sections of the document or the process as a whole are also summarized
below.

Issues :

Classification

Alternative 1. Nature reserve classification 17%
Alternative 2. Natural environment classification 83%
Frequent comments: respondents commenting
Acquire land access public or private 3

Prefer Alternative 2 only if environmentally feasible 3

Access points

Alternative 1. 1 access point 28%
Alternative 2. 1 access point, 2 parking area 11%
Alternative 3. 3 access points 62%
No response 24%

Trail to river

Alternative 1. No trail to river 22%
Alternative 2. Trail to river 72%
No response 6%

Viewing structures

Alternative 1. No viewing structures 11%
Alternative 2. One viewing structure 33%
Alternative 3. Up to three viewing structures 60%
No response 6%
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Bicycling

Alternative 1. No biking 44%
Alternative 2. Biking on specified trails 66%
Frequent comments: respondents commenting
Too dangerous for seniors 2

Enough bike trails in Petawawa 2

Active stewardship in plantation

Alternative 1. No active stewardship 11%
Alternative 2. Active stewardship 83%
No response 6%

Stewardship of open areas

Alternative 1. No active stewardship 11%
Alternative 2. Active stewardship 83%
No response 6%

Water collection system

Alternative 1. Remove remaining steel pilings 12%
Alternative 2. Leave remaining steel pilings to deteriorate naturally 70%

Neither alternative 12%

No response 1%

Frequent comments: respondents commenting
Should be removed if they are environmentally harmful 2

Proposed Policies respondents commenting

Object to proposed no herbicide policy for hydro right-of-way maintenance
Support proposed no herbicide policy for hydro right-of-way maintenance
Support proposed insect and disease control policy

Support proposed non-native species policy

Support proposed invasive species policy

NNDNDN P

General Document and Planning Process Comments respondents commenting
Favourable comment on document/process 2
Concern about park resources (enforcement of policy) 2
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